
Question 34 

Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through Christ alone, 
must we still do good works and obey God’s Word?  
Yes, so that our lives may show love and gratitude to God; 
and so that by our godly behavior others may be won to Christ.  

Read 1 Peter 2:9-12 
Peter is trying to help some of his Christian friends understand who they are. When 
someone becomes a Christian, he or she becomes a citizen of heaven. Although 
Christians live on earth for a time, their real home is with God in heaven—that’s why 
Peter calls Christians “sojourners.” Peter says that they are members of a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a people for God’s own possession. 

Chosen: God has chosen people to become members of his family, citizens of heaven, 
and he wants to spend forever with them. Christians are God’s possessions, which he 
bought with the blood of his precious Son.  

Holy: Christians are set aside by God to be sanctified—to become more like Jesus.  

A royal priesthood: Christians have direct access to God and have been called to 
serve others for God’s glory.  

God gives his people an identity, and he also gives his people a purpose in life. As 
citizens of heaven, God wants Christians to live in a new way, the way of their new 
adoptive Father and heavenly country. He wants the world to know all about him and 
about Jesus, and his plan has always been to use Christians to “proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light”(1 Pet. 2:9).  

When we do good works and obey God’s Word, we are acting like citizens of heaven. 
We are showing people what our adoptive heavenly Father is like, and we hope that 
our lives will encourage them to join God’s family. Doing good works and obeying 
God’s Word won’t make anyone right with God. Instead, Christians will do good works 
and obey God’s Word as a response to God’s kindness.  

God clearly teaches through his Word who his people are and what their purpose in life 
is. They have an identity and a job! Becoming a citizen of heaven is the most wonderful 
thing that could happen to anyone ever and serving God in his world is an immense 
privilege.  

Memory verse 1 Pet. 2:9-12


